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IUSTI-Europe Statement on Spectinomycin 

 
Following a survey conducted by IUSTI-Europe in 38 countries of the Europe region, 

answers were received from 31 IUSTI-Europe National Representatives (78,9%) 

with the following results: 

 

-Spectinomycin is still registered in Belgium, Cyprus, France, Latvia and Rep. of 

Moldova. However, Spectinomycin is no longer distributed in Belgium, Cyprus, 

France, Ireland, Latvia and Rep. of Moldova. 

 

-Spectinomycin is available in Russia. The average price of one 2g vial of 

Spectinomycin is less than 10 EUR. 

 

-For special selected cases Spectinomycin can be available in some countries - e.g. 

Sweden, Romania, after a documented “special need” request is submitted to local 

authorities. 

 

Spectinomycin is recommended for the treatment of gonococcal infections by 

the 2020 European guideline for the diagnosis and treatment of gonorrhoea in 

adults [1] when the patient has a history of severe hypersensitivity (e.g. 

anaphylaxis) to any beta-lactam antimicrobial (penicillins, cephalosporins, 

monobactams or carbapenems); in genital, anorectal and oropharyngeal 

gonococcal infection when ceftriaxone resistance is identified; for disseminated 

gonococcal infection and for gonococcal infections in pregnancy or when 

breastfeeding. 

 

Spectinomycin was reported in recent scientific journal papers as effective 

treatment for Neisseria gonorrhoeae isolates in Kyrgyzstan Central Asia [2], Belarus 

[3], China [4], [5], [6], Vietnam [7], Spain [8] and South Africa [9].  In the European 

Union/European Economic Area (EU/EEA) the surveillance of Neisseria 

gonorrhoeae antimicrobial susceptibility has been co-ordinated by the European 

Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) since 2009.  
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Gentamicin and spectinomycin were removed from the routine antimicrobial panel 

in 2014 as these antimicrobials are not in routine use. These are only tested in 

‘snapshot’ studies every three years, with the most recent ‘snapshot’ study in 2019. 

No resistance to spectinomycin (MIC>64 mg/L) was detected in 2019 (2898 isolates 

tested) or in any previous year of Euro-GASP [10].  

 

Based on the existing scientific data regarding preserved antimicrobial 

susceptibility of N. gonorrhoea to spectinomycin, IUSTI-Europe considers that 

spectinomycin should be available for the above-mentioned situations. This is 

moreover needed in the context on decreasing azithromycin susceptibility 

combined with the continued detection of ceftriaxone resistance of N. gonorrhoea 

in Europe [10].  

 

IUSTI-Europe and its members should: 

-interact with relevant national and international authorities to promote IUSTI-

Europe guidelines recommendations; 

 

-organize educational programs on the management of gonococcal infections 

based on the content of evidence-based guidelines; 

 

-support the research and development of efficient treatment of gonococcal 

infections; 

 

-periodically review the Shortages Catalogue of the European Medicines Agency 

(available at: https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/human-regulatory/post-

authorisation/availability-medicines/shortages-catalogue) and make suggestions 

to the national competent authorities; 

 

-recommend that a stock of spectinomycin should be held by an appropriate EU 

agency, and available on request. 

 

 

IUSTI-Europe contact: 

www.iusti-europe.eu 

iustieuropesecretary@gmail.com 
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