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This award recognises early-career medical professionals who have made outstanding
contributions to sexually transmitted infection (STI) research and public health through active
involvement in European projects.

Submissions will be open for 2025- 26. The scientific committee of IUSTI Europe will make the
decision of the recipient in March 2026 for the 2026 award.

The award will carry a monetary value of Euro1000 as well as free registration for the
forthcoming meeting (Autumn IUSTI Europe Congress) and a lecture invitation.

The following criteria must be met for a nomination to be considered (candidates need not have
achievements across all categories but must show a European Focus in their work):

1. Medical Qualification

e The nominee must hold a medical degree (e.g. MD or equivalent) from a recognised
institution.

2. Career Stage

e The nominee must be within 10 years of receiving their medical degree at the time of
nomination.

e Adjustments may be considered for documented career interruptions (e.g. parental
leave, clinical service, illness).

3. European Focus in their Work

The nominee must be actively engaged in STl-related research or public health projects based in
Europe, such as:

e EU-funded programmes (e.g. Horizon Europe, ECDC initiatives)

e Cross-border STl surveillance or intervention studies

e Collaborative efforts involving European institutions, agencies, or networks
e Collaboration with European public health bodies or NGOs

o Work at a more local level with supranational relevance

Studying or residing in Europe alone does not qualify unless accompanied by substantial
contributions to European STI efforts.

4. Scientific Excellence

e Demonstrated originality, rigour, and impact in STl research.
e Evidence of peer-reviewed publications, presentations, or funded research relevant to
European STl priorities.

1/2



5. Innovation and Translational Impact

e Use of novel methodologies, technologies, or approaches.
o Cleartranslation of research into clinical practice, policy, or public health benefit within
Europe.

6. Leadership and Mentorship

e Emerging leadership in European research teams, consortia, or networks.
e Support forjunior colleagues or capacity-building in European settings.

7. Engagement with IUSTI Europe
Active participation in IUSTI Europe activities such as:

e Conferences, workshops, or working groups
e Contributions to European STl guidelines or policy development
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